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-77? MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET* TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 




MONTH(S) PftOM THE MAILING DATE 



- Extensions of time may be available uno^the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a repry be timer/ filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this <x)mrnunicatjoa 

- tf the period for repry specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- rf NO period for reply is specified above, such period shafl, by default expire S^ 

- Failure to reply within the set or exteiKled period for repV ^ 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this c»mmunk2rtion, even if timer/, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Status 

? Responsive t o communication® filed on 
This action \sjfjHALj 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 
ft Claim(s) ^-S ^IQ.V^/S 
Of the above claim(s) 
r Claim(s>- 



t-^J — — i 



is/are pending in the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



W Claim(s) JJ^f"' ^ is/are aHojated^ 

%Claim(s) Q-^lt} 15^15AV \%^^XC-dq is/arereje^ 
□ daim(s)_ : : : is/are objected to. 



□ Claim(s). 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing(s) filed on : — 



are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d)- 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
'Certified copies not received: . 



Attachments) 

□ Informati n Disclosure Statem nt(s) f PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Revi w, PTO-948 



□ Intervi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Applicati n, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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15. Claims 35-37 are allowed. 

16. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

17. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

18. Claims 20, 26, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Soga as applied in paragraph 19 of the previous office action. 

19. Claims 2-5, 8-10, 13-15, 17-18, 20-24, 26-30, and 32-34 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the references as applied in paragraph 20 of the 
previous office action. 

20. Applicant's arguments filed 3-4-03' have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
Applicant argues the following points regarding the examiner's rejection of their claimed 
subject matter. 
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-Applicant's claimed invention is not obvious over the prior art of record. Further, the 
prior art of record fails to appreciate certain advantages in the processing of wafers which 
flows from applicant's claimed process. The examiner has improperly combined the 
teachings of different references, and stated that certain of applicant's claimed features 
would then be inherent from the prior art. 
The examiner must disagree. 

-The examiner has provided sufficient reasons in his rejection of applicant's claimed 
subject matter, why the items which are claimed by the applicant would inherently result 
from the teachings of the prior art of record. Further, the prior art of record considered as 
a whole does render applicant's claimed invention obvious contrary to what applicant 
purports. Further, the examiner has provided sufficient motivation for combining the 
teachings in the references which were used to reject applicant's claimed subject matter. 
21 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
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CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner George A. Goudreau whose telephone number is (703) -308- 
1915. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Examiner Gregory Mills, can be reached on (703) -308-1633. The appropriate fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) -306-3186. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) -308-0661 . 
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